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Of the Church as comprehending those, 
whom the Father purposed to save, and all 
who will be saved according to that purpose. 

( Concluded from page 179.) 

That our heavenly Father does accor- 
ding to his pleasure in the armies of heav- 
en, and among the inhabitants of the earth; 
is, not only a dictate of reason, but the lan- 
guage likewise of revelation. To suppose 
that a being infinitely wise, powerful and 
good, should bave no plan, and in all his 
great and incomprehensible works should 
have vo fixed and settled purpose ; would 
go far to divest that being of his glory, and 
man of a foundation of hope. ‘This pur- 
pose ot the Supreme Being must regard 
the final issue as an end; andthe amazing 
variety and inconceivable number of e- 
vents, which take place under his adminis. 
tration, must be designed asa mean to ac- 
complish that end. 

Thus the world was made, and is gov- 
erned ; and all the particulars of providence 
are conducted to bring to pass the end pro- 

posed: and when we consider, that infinite 
goodness dictates ; that infinite wisdom 
plans, and irresistible power executes ; and 
that unchangeableness is connected with 
these attributes ; we have full assurance 
that God will accomplish his purposes and 


do ali his pleasure. 
Our business, in regard to the purposes 


of God, in the great concerns of the uni- 
verse, cust be limited to those things, 
which are designed for our investigation. 
These respect the design of our creation 
and future destination. God has given us 
evidence in these particulars and shewed 
what bis purposes are. If we had no oth- 
er evidence, than the treatment of God to- 
wards man, his rational offspring, in this 
life, it would be a great argument to cor- 
vince us, of what quality his purposes are. 


piaess or the reverse: torif, in this our 
sinful state, be is good to all and his tender 
mercies are over ali his works ; if he makes 
hissun to rise on the evil and the good ; 
and sendeth his rain on the just and the 
unjust ; if he opens his liberal hand and 
satisfieth the desire of every living thing: 
what instruction ought WE to receive, 
with respect to the purposes of the Deity 
in regard to our future destination. 


But whether we be convinced of his pur- 
poses or not, by the good we experience 
here ; they are set forth, in the holy serip- 
tures, in the most clear and unequivocal 
manner ; not conditionally, but absolately 
sure and certain ; not excited by a flight of 
momentary pity; but manifested, as bee 
ing coeval with everlasting love and mercy, 
It is the purpose of the Deity, accord- 
ing to the scripture, that all men should be 
partakers of his grace, be members of his 
church and be gathered together in one 
body, in Christ. Thus we read of the e- 
ternal purpose of God, which he purpused 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Ephesi. ii. 2, 
Having made known unto os, the mystery 
of bis will according to his good pleasure, 
which he hath purposed in himself ; that 
inthe dispensation of the fulness of times, 
he might gather together in one all things 
in Christ, both which are in heaven and 
which are on earth, even in him. Eph. i. 9, 
10. The church, then, according to these 
and many other passages which might be 
named, does in the divine purpose, compre~ 
hend the whole family of man. It is supe 
posed by our opponents, that although this 
be the divine purpose ; yet as we are mor- 
al agents and accountable for our conduct; 
that as death proceeds from sin, and life 
from virtue; so the issue, or man’s final 


felicity, depends, greatly, on himself. 





Whether they wer, favorable to our bap- 


In answer to this, we observe, one of 
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two things must be true; either that our 


agency can counteract the divine purpose 
and make it void ; or, that the divine pur- 
pose will be accomplished, while our agen- 
cy and accountability remain unimpaired. 
We have no hesitancy in saying, that men 
cannot frustrate the purpose of God. The 
purpose of God, or determination, or will, 


and must stand, and God will do all his 
pleasure. But, it may be queried, if this 
be so, what will become of our agency and 
accountability? Ans. They will remain 
entire ; for the purpose of Deity and the 
execution of these purposes are perfectly 
compatible with the exercise of our moral 
agency, and of our being accountable.— 
Thus the Deity always has carried on his 
purposes, and men have a!ways been ac- 
countable. There never has been, there 
never can be an exception. 

The case of Judas in betraying our Lord; 
and that of Herod and Pontius Pilate,with 
the Gentiles and people of Israel, in do- 
ing that, which God’s counse) determined 
before should be done ; are striking instan 
ces of the truthof the above remarks.— 
Acts, iv. 27, 28. 

We have now seen what the purposes of 
God are, and that these will be accomplish- 
ed ; that man cannot frustrate their ful- 
filment; and tbat this, viz. their comple 
tion, cannut interfere with any part of the 
liberty, with which man is endued. 

Having shewn the original signification 
of the term, Church ; that Church, Assem- 
bly and Congregation originally signify 
the same ; we have proved that the church 
of Christ comprehends all, of whom Christ 
is the head ; ‘ he is the head of every man.’ 

It comprehends all, for whom he died.— 
‘¢ He tasted death for every man.” 

It comprehends all, whom Christ came 
to seek and save, evenall, who were lost, 
which was all. 

It comprehends all, who shall know the 
Lord.—* All shali know the Lord.” 

It comprehends all, who shall be recon- 
ciled to the Lord.— He shali reconcile 
all things to himself.” 











It comprehends all, whom the Father 
purposed to save, and all, who will be sa. 
ved according to that purpose.—* He hath 
purposed in himself, to gather together in 
one all things in Christ.” Ephe. i. 9. 


REMARKS. 
This subject, which contains so much 


matter of praise, adoration and thats. 


it whi - wil} | giving from every creature; and whi 
or counsel ; call it which you please ; will) S's y ; ch, 


is peculiarly characteristic of the true 
God and oar Saviour ; will, no doubt, be 
censured by many. The long established 
belief, that the church was limited to those 
smal! societies, called churches ; or those, 
who make a profession of their faith in a 
public and visible manner ; has led peop'e 
to conclude, that none have the favor of 
God, but such, as thas profess bis name, 
That while the members of the chorch, in 
this limited sense, are the favorites of God, 
the rest of mankind are the objects of his 
hatred and wrath. It is easy tosee, what 
conclusions will be drawn and what conse- 
quences will follow from premises like 
these. Division and hatred ; animosities 
and contentions have ever been the conse- 
quences. Despair in God’s mercy, has 
been the awful conclusion with some ; and 
contempt for all religion, the consequence 
with others. Veiwing God as a partial be- 
ing ; that they are the objects of his dis 
like, while others are the objects of his fa- 
vor and love; they foel themselves forsa- 
ken and forlorn, and so give themselves o- 
ver to an unreasonable behavior, either of 
despondency or of bold and outrageous 
wickedness. 

These are some of the effects of the 
preaching of a partial church and a partial 
God. 

Weare, notwithstanding our general 
view of the church, as fully persuaded of 
the absolute necessity of areal christian 
ten per, conversation and practice ; and 
would as earnestly recommend it to every 
man’s notice and regard, as our @uty does 
enjoin ; ever believiug for ourselves, and 
endeavoring to impress on the minds of 
other’s, that our happiness will be defered 
and our misery and torment continue, till 
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we are renewed in the spirit of our siunds 
and assimilated to God in our temper and 
disposition. 

Wisdom’s ways and her’s only, are ways 
of pieasantness ; and her puths, and her’s 
exclusively, are the paths of peace. There- 
fore let the consideration of God’s impar- 
tiat love to all mankind, and that itis his 
cood pleasure to give all of us the king- 
dum, excite usto praise him for bis good- 
nessand bis wonderful works to the chil- 
dre: of men, 

Oh, that men would praise the Lord !— 

Epiror. 


To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 

Sirk.— Being persuaded, that you must 
have an opinion, at least, as to the nature 
ofour ceuntry, though not of the commu- 
nication between it and your own; I have 
thought thata few particulars respecting 
the former might be acceptable ; as to the 
laiter, viz. the communication between the 
two countries, itis not so material. 

This intelligence is given with the ex- 
press design of exhibiting to you and others 
with you, all that information respecting 
our situation, manners, customs, &c. which 
I flattered myself, would be acceptable ; 
and, itis likewise, my desire, that some 
remarks may be made ; and though you 
may suppose that it cannot be known by 
me, what the remarks willbe; yet I can 
assure you that intelligence can be com- 
municated as easily aod a8 directly from 
you to me, as it can from me to you. 

I begin, then, and say, that this country 
is rugged and very mountaneous. There | 
areawful precipices and chasms in the 
rocks ; yet there are fruitful vallies and 
plains ; there are seas, continents and isl- 
ands; our inhabitants are industrious and 
economical, consequently a robust and 
hardy race. 

Our country faces your own, and though 
it be a globe, yet the same hemisphere is 
always towards you. It has but one day 
and one night in its year, for its revolution, 
00 its axis, is in, precisely, the same time 
of its annual revolution, The opposite 





hemisphere was never seen by any of your 
inhabitants ; being on the opposite side of 
our globe from you; its inhabitants can 
never see your globe without taking a 
journey for the purpose. The diameter of 
our globe is 2200 of your miles ; its cir- 
cumference is 6600 miles ; consequently 
that hemisphere opposite to you, and whose 
inhabitants cannot see your country; ig 
$300 milesin extent on its equator; as, 
likewise, on a meridian crossing it at right 
angles : the consequence of all this is, that 
an exient of country, 3300 wiles in diam. 
eter, and 9900 miles in circumference, be- 
inginthe form of an exact circle, is so 
situated that it cannot be seen by your in. 
habitants, nor can its own inhabitants see 
you. 

Those, who live in the center of this 
hemisphere must travel 1650 wiles to get 
a peep at yourcountry. This must suffice 
as to oursituation and extent. 

Manners and ctustoms.—T hese, like our 
country are rough, yet not indicative of a- 
ny malice; plain andsimple, consequently 
without much polish ; in brief, you may 
generally know whata person, here means, 
by what he says. 

The customs, consist in diversions quite 
innocent ; sach asraces ; great feasts and 
entertainments at weddings and other e- 
vents, which call for merriment anda joy- 
ful heart ; but ahappy mediocrity prevail- 
ing, we have not the distinction of high 
and low, rich ard poor, bond and free ; but 
every person feels an independence, which 
is very pleasing to himself, and, as it is ex- 
ercised, is the happiness of the community. 

Religion.—This is summed up, in doing 
good, so far as we have ability and oppor- 
tunity, to our fellows ; not of necessity but 
from a willing mind ; believing ina great 
Supreme and first cause, whose unbounded 
worth and goodness demands the homage 
and love of. his creatures. Weare not 
split into parties, consequently have no re. 
ligious contentions ; we do not say, I will 
do this or that, when our meaning is the 
reverse. Lying and slander are uoknown. 








We are eager for knowledge, and those 
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‘who excel in this particular, are always 
ready to afford their aid : insbort, our dis- 
position and habits are such, that no one 
manifests any desire to curtail another of 
bis freedom of thought and inquiry. 

There have been but very few instances, 
in which public functionaries, either of re- 
ligion or law, nave shewn a disposition to 
oppress their fellows ; and whenever it has 
appeared, it has met with universal disap- 
probation. 

Thas, priest-craft and king-craft have 
scarcely been known; consequently we 
are wholly strangers to witch-craft. 

If even a Zeacher should attempt to use 
another’s property without his consent, or 
to prohibit any one from using his own 
property ; whether that property consisted 
in meat, drink or clothing: or even in e- 
recting a flag in the air, asa signal, (for 
having no atmosphere, Bel/s would be use- 
less,) he would meet with a rebuff suitable 
to the enormity of the case. 

I have never heard, that there has been 
a devil inthis country, as a being distinct 
from ourselves ; consequently, ail of us 
are more afraid of our own liability to do 
Wrong, than we areof any mischief that 
can befail us on that account. 

We hear that many with you, not only 
believe in, but are exceedingly troubled 
with, such abeing ; and that he is held up 
to view,in order to terrify people and drive 

them to their duty. Be pleased, sir, to 
let me know your opinion of this strange 
and singular creature. 
Man in the Moon. 

N. B. Ihad forgotten to mention one 
important particular ; it may be news to 
others if not to you; We, certainly can 
calculate longitude on your globe with the 
same ease and facility, that you can the 
latitude. Yours, et cetera, | 

Man in the Moon, 


Query. What does love exite us to do, 
in regard to anenemy ?P 

Answer. To forgive him, and as far as 
we can, to relieve him from his present 
misery. 





A DISCOURSE 
On Hell, delivered in the Court-House, 

Buffalo, by the Rev. J. S, Tuoursoy, 

A. M. Continued from page 184. 

Legislators believing the doctrine to act 
as a powerful charm, used their utmost ex. 
ertions to give it publicity and influence, 
Hence Poiybius blames the great menof 
his time for teaching’ the common people to 
despise the fables of the poets, and repre. 
sents them as useful fictions. This doc. 
trine was received by the Pharisees under 
the reign of the Armenian princes, as well 
as several other articles from the philoso- 
phy of the eastern nations, such as fate, 
predestination, angels and spirits. See 
Gibbon’s Rome, vol. i. 15 chap. 

Though the philosophers sometimes pre- 
tended to countenance the dogma of future 
punishment, yet they taught that death 
would terminate all our sufferings ; and in 
order to reconcile the minds of men to bod. 
ily dissolution, they affirmed death would 
either be an utter extinction of being ora 
change for the better, for with one voice 
they all rejacted every kind of future pun- 
ishment. Pythagoras taught that all souls 
were a portion of the great soul of the uni- 
verse, and discarded the notion of futore 
punishment as a vainterror. Plato some- 
times favors the tepresentations of the po- 
ets, at other times despises them, as con- 
veying too frightful ideas of futurity. Ci- 
cero not only disavows, but even ridicules 
the doctrine of future punishment, and rep- 
resents it to be the opinion of the philoso- 
phers that the gods are never angry, and 
therefore incapable of hurting any person 
whatever. 


Josephus appears to have had clear ideas 
of the origin of the doctrine, for describing 
the retigion of the Essens, he says “they 
had the same notion as the Greeks, who 
allowed the islands of the blessed to their 
brave men, and the regions of the ungodly 
in hades to the wicked, who as their fables 
relate,are purished there. Hence their de- 
bortations from vice, and exhortations to 
virtue, whereby the good are bettered by 
the hope of reward after death, and the vi- 
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cious restrained by fear of tormept.— 
These doctrines lay an unavoidable bait 
for suchas have once hada taste of their 
philosophy.” As our Lord delivered some 
of his discourses in the vicinity of Gehenna, 
a reference is made to that valley three 
times in the gospel history. But will any 
one pretend that the Jews believed there 
would be a place in another world tike Ge- 
henna in the neighborhood of their city ? 
Did our Lord ever inform his hearers that 
after death men would be put into a place 
like Gehenna? Answer these questions 
ir the affirmative, and show the pro ofs, or 
forever abandon the wicked dogma. To 
what part of the universe can we look for 
the modern hell, whose elements are fire 
and flame, the abode of creatures totally a- 
bandoned of God ; where infinite wrath 
perpetually abides ; where nothing can be 
felt but inexpressible torments—nor heard 
but incessant groans and curses to all eter- 
nity ? O ye Pagan fabulists and worship- 
pers of Moloch, give to your gods the glo- 
ry due totheir deeds ; bat do not blas- 
pheme our God also !! 

In vain will paganizing christians tell us 
of bible hells and evangelical torments.— 
O if there were not a single sentence in all 
the bible in behalf of salvation but that 
psalm, xiv. 5, 9, “his tender mercies are 
over all his works,” 1t alone would suffice 
to water out all the hells of the universe ! 

Punishment in another state of being 
was never threatened, by God, as the pen- 
alty of any law which he ever gave to man- 
kind—therefore it cannot be inflicted.— 
Deity cannot inflict a punishment for the 
breach of a law which has never been pro- 
mulgated ; nor for the violation of a law, 
to which man was incapable of yielding o- 
bedience. Now wherein the volume of 
revelation has God published a law, the 
penalty of which is damnation in a failure 
made of existence? Our eagle-eyed, e- 
vangelical preachers have discovered this 
heavy threatening in the phrase “Thou 
shalt die!” Ifso,then why are they not 
afraid, for the threatening is unconcition- 











eternally, then all who die must undergo 
the penalty ; and be forever abandoned of 
God to the regions of despair, where all the 


guilty ghosts of Adams race must forever 
suriek and howl, 


Beneatli the weight of heavy chains, 

Tormenting racks and firey coals ; 

Aod darts to inflict immortal pains, 

Dipt in the blood ofdamned souls!!! 

Had the heathen poet heard these heralds 
of damnation proclaim the coruscations of 
divine wrath, he would doubtless have cri- 
ed out 

Tantzne animis ceelestibus ire ? or 
dwelleth such wrath in heavenly minds ? 

Surely these advocates of endless misery 
must be unbelievers themselves, otherwise 
they would fear to add to the revelation of 
heaven, lest God should add to them the 
p:agues written inhis book. But perhaps 
they are of the same mind with their pious 
ancestors, that God willnever bring men 
toaccount for pious frauds or useful cor- 
ruption of the sacred text! ! O for the 
day when every man will speak the trath 
to his neighbor, and the priest’s lips keep 
knowledge, that the people my learn the 
law from his mouth ! 

In the annals of history we read not ofa 
more unprovoked hatred, and a more base 
crime that of Cain. Abel had brought his 
offering to the altar of the most high God 
and presented it with affections of gratitude 
to the sovereign of heaven, and love to all 
bis creatures. His sacrifice was accepted ; 
Cain’s heart boils with indignation—the 
venom of his spleen had almost destroyed 
him ; nothing can glut his vengeance, till 
he dyes his hands in brother’s blood !— 
Surely the thunders of the Almighty will 
not sleep, nor his lightnings cease to play, 
till the wretch be hurled into the hottest 
of Tartarean flames. Yet strange to re- 
late, the Gracious God ofheaven only 
threatens him with a temporal punishment 
from the society of his brethren or father’s 
family. OCain, had you lived in the 
days of orthodoxy, they would have told 
you such news as would have harrowed up 
your spirits ; for to all the temporary pains 





al? If to die, means to die spiritually and 
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threatened by God, they add eternal mis- 
ery in the lake, that burns with fire and 
brimstone ! 

When God gave the law on Sinai a- 
midst thunders, ligttnings, temipests, and 
smoke, we might have naturally expected 
that he if ever intended to denounce damna- 
tion, fire would have proceeded from fire, 
and smoke from smoke. But will any man 
be so wild or fanatical as to assert that 
the Jewish law contained any such threat- 
ening aseternal misery? No Jew ever 
imagined that God would punish him in a- 
nother world for sinscommitted against the 
Mosaic institution. The heaviest penal 
ty ever threatened in the Mosaic law was 
the loss of life or the dispersion of their 
nation. Shall it be pretended that God 
concealed the pains of heil, till the sin- 
ner was snared and taken, and then inflic- 
ted the never ending torments of a merci- 
Jess burning fire! God forbid, that I 
should so blaspheme my creator’s charac- 
ter and government. 

Can it be admitted that the glorious 
gospel of the blessed God contains those 
dreadful denunciations, unknown to the 
Mosaic dispensation. Surely not. Jesus 
is the mediator of a better covenant, found- 
ed on better promises. The law is cal- 
led the ministration of death, and the gos- 
pel the ministration of life; can then the 
ministration of life unfold the horrors of 
an eternal death, unknowu to that very 
dispensation which was emphatically de- 
nominated the ministration of death ? 

The law killeth, but the gospel or spirit 
of life quickeneth ; like the good God from 
whom it sprang, it is a fountain of living 
waters whose streams magnificently flow 

in glorious abundance, producing life and 
purity throughout the vast empire of the 
universe. The excellence of the new cov- 
enant and its superiority will appear, by con- 
sidering that all the promises are absolute 
and unconditional ; and therefore incapable 
of mutation from the first intention of the 
gospel, all the blessings of it were pro- 
claimed to be free grace, flowing from an 
impartial God, and therefore for the whole 














family of the great universal Parent.— 
When Jehovah said to Adam, “The seed 
of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s 
head ;” when he promised to Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, that in their seed,i. e, 
Christ, “all the families of the earth shall 
be blessed,” were not these promises uncon. 
ditional? Js the law, says Paul, Gal, iii, 
17, 21, against these promises of God?— 
Gud forbid! The law, which was 430 
years, cannot disannu/! the covenant of God 
in Christ, thatit shuuid make the promises 
of none effect. Micah, addressing the 
great God, says, “Thou will perform the 
trath to Jacob, and the mercy te Abraham 
which thou hast sworn to our fathers from 
the days ofold.” Micah, vii.20. Jeho- 
vah never can change, therefore his truth 
and covenant shall endure forever. Men 
may err, through ignorance, froin the right 
way, and God may chasten them with rods, 
yet will he never make void his covenant 
nor change that which be has spoken, but 
his faithfulness will remain to all genera- 
tions.—Ps. Ixxxix. 30, 35. I will make 
anew covenant saith the Lord, not accord- 
ing to the covenant I made with Israe] 
when I brought them out of Egypt: I will 
print my law in their inward parts, and 
write it in their hearts, and will be their 
God, and they shall be my people; they 
shall all know me from the least to the 
greatest, for I will remember their sins no 
wore.—Jer. xxxii. 31, 35. Heb. viii. 8, 
13. God’s record concerning his Son, is 
that we, the whole offspring of Adam, have 
eternai life in him. The unbeliever at- 
tempts to make god aliar, by not believ- 
ing God’s report ; notwithstanding the un- 
belief of man can never meke the truth of 
God of none effect. The gifts of God, 
whichcome to all men, ig eternal life ; 
and when Jesus our life shall appear, we 
shall belike him; for he will change our 
vile bodies into his glorious image, and so 
we shallbe ever with the Lord.—1 John 
iii. 2. Phil. iii, 21. 

4th. Punishmentin the future world is 
inconsistent with the justice of God, 
and the changes to which the human body 
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issubjected. Such are the laws of animal 
economy, and the transmigration of mo- 
tion, that pain must immediately follow 
the vicious ect as its consequent $ or other- 
wise it cannot with propriety be inflicted. 
Through the efflux and deflux of particles, 
the human body is perpetually changing, 
and must entirely change every five or six 
years ; therefore God has ordained that the 
righteous are recompensed inthe earth, 
much more the wicked and the sinner.— 
There is no peace, saithmy God, tothe 
wicked ;they bave no rest day nor night, 
but are continually tormented. Inaword 
the wicked are turned into hell, i. e. trou- 
ble, fear, and pain, from the day they as- 
sume the character, til they cease to be 
wicked—then, and not till then shall they 
enter into rest. Othe riches both of the 
goodness and wisdom of God. 

Some may ask shall not the wicked be 
put into hell after death? Is not this the 
meaning of the psalaist, Ps ix. 17. Lan- 
swer no; the Pagan hell was after death, 
but the biblical hellis in this state of being. 
Jacob bad no ideaof going to hell, yet he 
said the loss of Benjamin would bring his 
grey hairsin sorrowto bhades.—Gen, xlii. 
38. And in 37,35, he would go down in- 
to hades.—1 Sau.ii. 6. The Lord bring- 
eth down to hades and bringeth up-—2 
Sam. xxi. 6. The sorrows of hades com- 
passed me about.—Job. xiv. 13. O thai 
thou would hide me in hades : and 17, 13, 
hades is my house. Ps. xvi. 10, thou will 
not leave my soul in hades. See also 
Actsii. 31, and xiii. 35, and Ps. xviii. 5, 
O Lord thou bast b, ought up my soal from 
hades, Ps. xxx. 3. Great is thy mercy 
O Lord ; thou bast delivered my sou! 
from the lowest hades.—Ps. xxxvi. 18. 
My life draweth nigh bades, Ps. Ixxxviii. 
3. The pains of hades got hold on me.— 
Ps. cxvi. 3—I shall goto the gates of ha- 
des.—Ps. xxxviii.3. There is no know- 
ledge nor wisdom in hades.—Ecles. ix. 10, 
O hades, I will be thy destraction.—Ho- 
sea xiii, 14. Out of hades I cried and 
thou heardst my voice.—Job. ii. 2. O ha- 
des, where is thy victory—1 Cor. 15, 56, 








Hades was cast into the lake—Rev. xx. 14. 
Here are twenty passages, in which hades 
occurs in the Greek bibles, Will any rea- 
sonable man say that the word means a 
place of punishment in these texts of the 
sacred scriptares. Most of them, howev- 
er, imply anxiety or distress ; and this is the 
hell out of which the Lord delivered Jonah 
and David, and into which the wicked are 


turned. Ps. xlii. 22, and Ivii. 21. 
(Concluded in our next.) 





For the Gospel Advocate. 

Mr. Eprror—It is dae to your generous 
conduct, in giving pubiicity to my former 
communications, and to your numerous 
and respectabie readers, that I should in- 
form you, that through the blessing of hea- 
ven and the instrumentality of means, I 
am no ionger a disciple of Calvin or his 
creed. Itisno more than just that you 
should be informed of tke reason of this 
change in my sentiments. 

I received the impressions, the outlines 
of which were contained in my former 
communications, from calvinistic parents, 
and calvinistic priests. Thus I adopted 
sentiments without daring to exercise rea- 
son; and sabscribed to a creed which com- 
mon sense, and the best feelings of which 
we are susceptible, both disapprove and 
condemn. 

On the other hand, I had received the 
impression that the doctrine of universal 
salvation taught us that all men would be 
saved in their sins ; but, on perusing the 
writings, and hearing the preaching of the 
doctrine, Lfind thatthe essentials of the 
system are,that everyman sfall receive 
according to his works, whether they be 
good or bad; that “the righteous shall be 
recompensed in the earth, much more the 
wicked and the sinner.” And permit me 
to say there does not exist in my mind the 
least doubt, that preachers of the calvinis- 
tic.sentiment aud perhaps some others, 
have, and still do intentionally misrepre- 
sent the doctrine of the ultimate purity of 
the universe! But thanks beto God, I 
harbor not the least feeling of hostility to 
those who yet remain under the bonds of 
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darkness, and mental death! They are 
more to be pitied than despised for their 
misfortune in being yet under the domin- 
ion of priest-craft, and trammelled with 
the dogmas of bigotted error! May the 
God of tender mercy irradiate their dark- 


ened minds and teach them to love God 


‘tbecause he first loved us.” 

I find dear Sir, that what I denomina- 
ted your Advocate of error, is the advocate 
of that gospel which was preached to A- 
braham, and that it proclaims peace to 
them that are afar off and to them that are 
nigh : and that it is well calculated to pull 
down the strong holds of satan, and to 
build upthe kingdom of God’s Gear Son.— 
I cannot conclude without requesting those 
who have formerly belonged to the same 
household of faith with myself, to read, ex- 
amine, and judge for themselves on the 
important concers of religion. Whenev- 
er this is done, the result will be favorable 
tothe cause of truth. O my brethren, lis- 
ten no longer to the advice of those who 
would have you stifle that reason which 
God has given you, and swallow their soul- 
chilling potions of inconsistency; but awake 
from yourslumbers and follow no longer 
the dogmas of men in superstition’s ghast- 
ly train ! : 

With sentiments of brotherly affection, 
and inthe gospel of * peace on earth and 
good will to men,’ I am, dear sir, a believ- 
er of that “truth which maketh free” and 
consequently no longer 

“A CALVINIST.” 


P. S. I wish youto send me the whole 
of the numbers of your usefu) paper, but, 
as IT am in hopes of obtaining an office in 
this county, I beg youto excuse me for 
not disclosing my name until after the vext 
election. Directto “A Calvinist,” Buffa- 
lo, and leave them with the printer. 


Query. Why do so many believe in a 
Hell of endless torture ? 

Ans. Because they believe, and in some 
degree feel, a Hellofendiess hatred. Mr. 
Pope says, speaking of men’s practice and | 


disposition, that while their heaven is built 
on pride, their hell is built on spite, 

That man, who sees a future hell of mis. 
ery for others, may, by looking carefully, 
see, that in himself, he has a present hell 
of hatred, which is the cause of it. 

Love conquers all, and all must and wil 
be overcome by its influence. 





From the Unitarian Miscellany. 
The Night Flowering Cereus. 
Now departs day's garish light— 
Beauteous flower, lift thy head! 
Rise upon the brow of night! 
Haste, thy transient lustre shed ! 


Night has dropt her dusky veil— 
All vain thoughts be distant far, 

While, with silent awe, we bail 
Flora’s radient evening star. 





See to life ier beauties start ; 

Hail! thou glorious, matchless flower ! 
Much thou savest to the heart, 

In the solemn, fleeting hour. 


Ere we have our homage paid, 
Thou wilt bow thine head and die ; 
Thus our sweetest pleasures fade, 
Thus our brightest blessings fly. 


Sorrow’s rugged stem, like thine, 
Bears a flow’r thus purely bright, 

Thus, wken sunny hours decline, 
Friendship sheds her cheering light. 


Religion, too, that heavenly flower, 
That joy of never fading worth, 

Waits, like thee, the darkest hour, 
Then puts all ber glories forth. 


Then thy beauties are surpass'd, 
Splendid flower, that bloom’st to die ¢ 
For friendship and religion last, 
When the morning beams on high. 


ee 


NEW PUBLICATION. 

We have received the first number of 
the “Gospel Inquirer,” edited by brother 
G. B. Lisner, Little Falls. This work 
1s intended to inculcate the doctrine of Uni- 
versal Salvation. 


Seana 


> “L” on the subject of Mr. Babcock’s sermon on 
Devils, is omitted till next week for want of room. 
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